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Figure 3. A tower of silence used for the exposure of the dead in
Dashtak Mountain, across from the Mountain of Shahrak-e Abarj
(picture taken by the author).

Map 2. Kharameh, Zarqan, Anzan, and the Mountain of Shahrak-e
Abarj.
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commencement of this article, in the Behistun Inscription.
Vahyazdata, according to the inscription, is from Tarava and
Yutiya, both places in the neighbourhood of Central Fars
(perhaps Kharameh), and becomes the king of Persia and his
being the King of Persia is confirmed by the assent of the whole
court of Anzan. Darius deputes Rtavardiya to go and fight
Vahyazdata. Not far away from Anzan and somewhere between
Anzan and Tarava, the first battle transpires in Rakha (either
Zarqan or Ramjerd) (see Map 2). Darius’s army overwhelms the
enemy and Vahyazdata flees to the mountainous areas in Fars,
Paisiya" uvada, which should not be too far from Pasargadae.
After nearly a month, Vahyazdata advances towards the
Darius’s army for the second time; he is defeated again in a
place called Parga, possible Abarj in Fars, and is captured.
Afterwards, he is sent to Uvadaicaya, an exceedingly critical
place near Persepolis and the most significant city before
Persepolis had been built, and is crucified there (Arfaei 2008).

‘] \ -

};-G & &3_»»-

S
=T v

< gl T, . k!
Map 3. Shahrak-e Abarj and its distance from other sites.
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In this article, an effort has been made to pinpoint the real
whereabouts of Parga Mountain referred to in the Behistun
Inscription when dealing with the story of Darius and
Vahyazdata. With the relatively substantial amount of evidence
provided throughout this article, it can be safely deduced that
this mountain, Parga, referred to in the Behistun Inscription, is
the same as the Mountain of Shahrak-e Abarj. On the other
hand, certain reasons corroborated by historical geographical
information have been presented to refute the idea which
identifies the current city of Forg with Parga and Tarom with
Tarava. Ultimately, it should be underlined that all the events
described in the Behistun Inscription considering the battle
between Darius and Vahyazdata must have occurred
somewhere near the central and northern parts of Fars, ie. the
main areas in the reign of Pars in ancient
Times (Map 3).
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